
Teachers are 

eligible to receive 

Green Leader 

Achievement 

Units (AU)!

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Ideas for Going Green

School Greening Resources

What our students 
are saying: 

“People should think twice 
before they throw something 
away because you don’t know 
what else it can be used for!”

“For heaven’s sake, turn the 
lights off! We are wasting so 

much energy and money.”

“Being able to see the chickens 
be born and grow up and then 
move outside was my favorite 

part of the year.”

“My favorite part of the 
garden project was tasting the 

delicious herbs.”

Schools and grounds can be used as 
tools for learning about literature, 
science, math, and the arts.

Impacts on the environment can be 
minimized through building design, 
construction, and operations.  

Students can help create a 
sustainable city though daily green 
school practices and actions.

Green schools support Common 
Core, STEM, Next Generation 
Science, College Career and Civi 
Life, and Maryland Environmental 
Literacy Standards.

Integrating environmental literacy 
into school curricula has numerous 
academic, health, and social 
benefits for students and staff.

Become one of the growing 
number of Baltimore City 
Public Schools that have earned 
the Maryland Association of 
Environmental and Outdoor 
Education’s Green School Award.

Why be a green school?

If you are interested in learning more about 
what’s happening to improve sustainability 
throughout City Schools, browse through 
some of the many websites providing 
information and resources.  

City Schools’ Sustainability Plan, resources, partners,  
Green Leader AU, Sustainability Ambassadors, and 
more: 
www.baltimorecityschools.org/sustainability and 
www.baltimorecityschools.org/internal_sustainability 

Recycling at City Schools, including downloadable 
signs, a how-to guide, videos of school recycling 
efforts, and other resources: 
www.baltimorecityschools.org/recycling

School gardening at City Schools, including guides to 
getting started, planting suggestions, harvesting and 
enjoying your bounty, funding opportunities, and 
more: www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/27743 

Cleaning for Health at City Schools, including 
information and resources about green cleaning: 
www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/28443

Green, Healthy, Smart Challenge grant for student-
led greening projects from the City’s Office of 
Sustainability: 
www.baltimoresustainability.org/projects/green-
schools-initiative/green-healthy-smart-challenge

Energy Hub grant for energy conservation efforts 
from the Baltimore Energy Challenge: 
www.baltimoreenergychallenge.org/schools

10 Steps to Healthy, High Performance Schools – 
US Green Building Council MD Chapter & American 
Institute of Architects Baltimore: 
www.baltimorecityschools.org/cms/lib/
MD01001351/Centricity/Domain/5196/10%20
Steps%20to%20Healthy%20High%20Performing%20
Schools_USGBC_AIA.pdf 

MAEOE Green Schools Awards Program and 
successful City Schools applications: 
www.maeoe.org/green-schools-and-green-centers 

Links to successful City Schools MAEOE applications:
www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/33541  

Maryland Environmental Education: 
www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/
pages/environmentmental-education/index.aspx

Center for Green Schools:
www.centerforgreenschools.org

Green Schools National Network: 
www.greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org

Videos about greening City Schools:

Green Teams Transforming Schools by New Lens 
Productions about student-led environmental 
projects and advocacy: 
www.vimeo.com/148273417

Baltimore City Green Teams Speak Out by New Lens 
Productions showcases the work of students: 
www.vimeo.com/68800599  

Students Advocate to Ban Styrofoam in 
Baltimore City: 
www.vimeo.com/263551181 

6th Graders Explore Water Quality with the 
National Aquarium:  
www.vimeo.com/270494804

Biology Classes Investigate the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed:  
www.vimeo.com/273753669

For more information:
www.baltimorecityschools.org/sustainability-plan

Joanna Pi-Sunyer, Green Schools Coordinator
Baltimore City Pubic Schools   |  jpi-sunyer@bcps.k12.md.us  |   443-642-4542
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